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THE 


POTTERS ¥ EXAMINER 


AND WORKMAN’S ADVOCATE. 


“GoD, AND OUR RIGHT.” 


No. 24. Vob 4. 


TO THE MESSRS. ALCOCK & CO. 


GENTLEMEN,— 

You are doubtless aware, from the present state of 
competitive trade, that manufacturers and commercial 
men have much power placed in their hands, either to 
inflict a serious amount of misery on the great mass of 
society, or to advance the prosperity of a nation, accord- 
ing to the good or bad policy they pursue in their gene- 
ral tradetransactions. You are also doubtless aware, that, 
unless the present social system be entirely changed, it 
is out of the power of governments to fix a minimum 
price at which manufacturers and commercial men shall 
dispose of their wares. Nevertheless, although it be 
out of the power of governments to make laws to fix 
that price, there is a moral law binding on every good 
man, and more especially on every christian, by which 
it may be regulated. ‘ Do unto others as ye would that 
others should do unto you,” is a Divine precept, laid } 
down by the Saviour of man, eighteen hundred years } 
ago, and which, if practised by the world, would re- 


Saturpay, Ma 


move, at once, all those commercial struggles and social } 


wrongs that now spread misery through the land. This 
law, gentlemen, 1 am sadly afraid has been broken by } 
you;---heedlessly cast down, and trampled upon, as a} 
thing unfit for the guidance of commercial men. 

Let us enquire, Sirs, what should be the conduct 
which should characterize your trade proceedings, as 
men and christians. 

In the first place you should reflect, that uncontrolled ; 
competition is the poison of all trade, and that it is in 
the power of qne man, backed by a large capital, to cir- 
culate this poison throughout all commercial transactions, 
and to bring destruction on a large amount of their fel- 
low creatures. 

In the second place, you should reflect, that all men 
have a right to live, and that that conduct which tends 
to the injury of the greatest number, even though it | 
be in accordance with the laws or the conventionalities of 
society, is highly criminal in the sight of God, and calls 
for the disapprobation of every good man. 

In the third place, you should also reflect, that in 
recklessly pursuing the acquirement of wealth, through 
the medium of uncontrolled competition, the security ‘of 
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property becomes undermined, and, in all probability, 
unless a change takes place in the social condition of the 
people, that which has been acquired through the ex- 
hausted energies of toiling men, will be sacrificed to the 
uncontrolled wants of starving mobs. 

Let us suppose a case, gentlemen, of a state of society 
in which the rights of labour and capital shall be equally 
blended ; in which labour shall have a just remuneration, 
and capital shall have a just profit. Let us suppese, that 
trade, in this state, is conducted by really christian 
men—by individuals of small capital—who act upon 
the hallowed precept of doing unto others as they would 
that others should do unto them. Let us suppose that 
these small capitalists, or manufacturers, or tradesmen, 
{or commercial men, had a fixed price for their goods, at 
‘which they could realize a respectable living, and at 
which Labour was content. Let us suppose that, in this 
state of domestic comfort and social harmony, where the 
} rich were christians and the poor were happy, some 
} hideous moral monster should suddenly make his appear- 
‘ance, surrounded by wealth, but eager for more, and 
were to enter into trade. Suppose that the only feeling 
| which actuated this Molocn of humanity was that of gain, 
{and that he was thoroughly acquainted with, and pre- 
pared to enforce, all the tricks and arts of competitive 
‘trade, what, let me ask, would be the fate of the poor 
jand those christian capitalists? The man of Mammon— 
the moral monster—would commence his race of compe- 
tition : cheap labour, small profits, and quick returns 
would be his ery ; and forthwith he would commence his 
{operations for his own aggrandizement, to the ultimate 
destruction of all trade. The small capitalists could not 
i withstand his power, and one by one they would sink 
jinto oblivion, after having been forced to reduce the price 
‘of labour to an amount that would barely supply the 
| physical wants of man, for the purpose of selling their 
goods at the same reduced price at which the monster 
sold his; and thus would he destroy the harmony of a 
~ eable state, monopolize all trade, and aehig the poor 

to beggary ; nay, if he thought fit, to death! 

I do not give this as a parallel to the existing state of soci- 
ety, but simply as an extreme to illustrate the power of 
capital when directed by selfish and unchristian men. 

Uncontrolled competition places this destructive power in 
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the hands of him who is possessed of the greatest amount 
of wealth, and where there is no other principle than 
that of individual gain to direct the possessor of this 
wealth, in his trade’s transactions, direful are the con- 
sequences. 

It is a melancholy fact, gentlemen, as far as Potting 
is concerned, that, since the commencement of your firm, 
your warehouses have been the cheap shops of the Pot- 
teries: goods could be purchased at your works at a 
much lower price than what they could be at any other 


THE POTTERS’ EXAMI 














NER 


| have to complain, is the low price paid, by vou, for 
‘labour. Itis true, you have, at the present time, what is 
commonly termed a *‘ roaring business. ” There are no 
lack of orders. It is work, work, hard and long, with. 
out cessation, but for what ?---for a bare subsistance !--. 
| for that which will scarcely keep body and soul toge- 
ther! And, here, let me ask, how comes it that you 
jare so extremely busy, whilst other manufacturers, es- 
| pecially in the china department, are nearly standing 
still? because you sell cheap, and because you give 


















































leading manufactory in the neighbourhood ; and what, | anything but a fair remuneration for labour. The one 
let me ask, is the cause of this? and also, what will be} i, ‘a eons, quence of the other. Cheap labour begets 
the ultimate consequence? ; | cheap goods; and he who can sell the cheapest will have 

The price of the raw materi l is the samme with you as {the most orders. You have put this admirable _princi- 
with other manufacturers in the neighbourhood ; and all } ple into full operation, and have borne off the palm, for 
the facilities for manufacturing equally the same; the} the present, for being the cuzaP snor of the Potteri:s. 
cause, therefore, of the cheapness of your goods must} Byt how long will this last ? The old song says, 
be in the cheapness of the labour employed by you in} Down a river did glide, F 
the production of those goods, and also in a few strokes } ‘Gainst wind and tide, 
of commercial policy, peculiar to you as manufacturers. | A pig with vast celerity, 
It is a matter of regret, gentlemen, that you should take | ~— the devil he laughed, 

; . ; or he saw all the while 

advantage of the helpless condition of some of your} How it cut its own throat, 
hands, so as to enforce a deduction of three-pence in the } And he thought with a smile 
shilling from their honestly earned wages. This is a} Of England’s commercial prosperity.” 
feature in your manufacturing operations highly dis-|Had it been Alcock’s commercial prosperity, it would 
paraging to you as men and christians. But here let} have been equally true; for the competitive struggle 
me remark, that it is the opinion of an eminent barrister, | Must take place sooner or later, unless averted by the 
that all the deductions made from the workman’s wages, | Potters’ Union. Other manufacturers will sell as cheap 
upon what is termed ‘* The Allowance System,” may be | 8 you, if there be any earthly possibility for their so 
obtained again by law. When there is no reduction in | doing, before they will lose their trade; and then it 
the price of labour, the law does not admit of any stop-| ill be, down with the price of goods; down with the 
pages whatever. If it can be proved, as it most easily | price of labour; more “ allowance,” more half-penny 
ean be, that the prices of patterns have remained unal- | and farthing stopages; and the poor, half-clad, starving 
tered, when, at the same time, five-and-twenty per cent. | potter after working fourteen or sixteen hours per day, 
have been deducted from the net amount of men’s wages| “ill have to seek his cellar, like a hungry, meager, 
at the close of each week, for many months together, | handloom-weaver. Alas, gentlemen, there is something 
the whole of the money so deducted can be legally claimed | heavily responsible to be attached to you, in taking a 
by the party aggrieved, before any justice of the peace | lead in this frightful competitive race! He who takes 
in the kingdom. Gentlemen, this is a startling fact, and | the lead is the most criminal: indeed he is the only cii- 
will lead many manufacturers of these districts to reflect minal person, as all other manofacturers follow from ne- 
as to how much they are in debt, for stoppages made | cessity :_the system is their driver, and they must fol- 
under the * Allowance System.” But more of this low or be ruined,---or see the Messrs Alcock and Co. 
anon ! | the moropolizers of all the trade of these extensive dis- 

It is also a matter of regret, that amongst several | tricts. 
branches under your employ, the practice should exist} And row, in conclusion, alow me to state, that, in 
of paring down all the odd half-pence and farthings in | making these remarks, I am actuated by no other feeling 
each separate item, and in the net amount of a work- | than that of a sincere desire to give security to proper- 
man's wages ; making, in the whole, each year, a round} ty, by improving the condition of the clags to which | 
You are, doubtless, aware that the law} belong ;---by «hecking, if possible, the insane spirit of 
compttition, which is now so prevalent throughout s0- 
ciety. I feel, deeply, the sufferings of my class ;---I 
feel, that, if wisdom and equity prevailedin the affairs 
of men, a more equal distribution of this world’s goods 
would be the consequence! I feel, that God never in- 


annual sum. 
does uot sanction this, and that the whole of the money 
so stopped may be claimed before a justice of the peace. 
It would be folly to urge, in defence, that it was the cus- 
tom of the woiks, as every reasonable magistrate must 
know that the law stands paramount to all usages—that 











no custom can regulate the law ; but that all customs, 
to be legal, must be regulated by the law. You will, 
therefore, reflect on this circumstance, and take imme- 
diate steps to abolish a system that has no fvundation in 
law or morals. 

But, geutlemen, the greatest grievarce cf which | 





tended that the present extremes of rich and poor,---of 
wealth and misery, should exist in society ; and feeling 
so, I am determined, by every moral means within my 
power, to assist in breaking du wn those insane barriers 
that now divide man from man; turning the world into 
ene wide-spread scene of sin and suffering. Yes, 
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long as I have health, strength, and liberty, my humble} 
eftorts shall be directed to improve the condition of my | 
class, without,the least desire to injure the person or} 
property of a single individual of the whole human fa- 
mily, and may God protect my labour! 
MENTOR. 


\ 


ROR ited 


LABOUR, THE SOURCE OF ALL WEALTH. |} 
There is no real wealth but the labour of man. Were | 
the mountains cf gold and the valleys of silver, the | 


world would not be one grain of corn the richer; no} 


one comfort would be added to the human race. In 
consequetice of our consideration for the precious me- 
tals, one man is enabled to heap to himself luxuries at 
ihe expense of the necessaries of his neighbour; a sys- 
tem admirably fitted to produce all the varieties of vice, 


which never fail to characterise the two extremes of} 


opulence and penury. A speculator takes pride to him- 
selfas the promoter of his country’s prosperity, who 
employs a number of hands in the manufacture of arti- 


cles avowedly destitu'e of use, or subservient only to} 
the unhallowed cravings of luxury and _ ostentation. | 


The nobleman who employs the peasants of his neigh- 


bourhood in building his palaces, until “already the re- | 
gal piles leave but a few acres for the plough,” flatters | 


himself that he has gained the title of a patriot by yield- 


ing to the impulses of vanity. ‘The show and pomp of | 


courts adduce the same apology for their continuance; 
and many a fete has been given, many a woman has 
eclipsed ber beauty by her dress, to benefit the labour- 
ing poor and to encourage trade. Who does not see 


that this is a remedy which aggravates, whilst it palli-} 


ates, the countless diseases of society? The poor are 


set to labour—for what? Not the food for which they fa- | 
mish; not the blankets for want of which their babes} 


are lrozen by the cold in their miserable hovels; not 
those comforts of civilization without which civilized 


man is far more miserable than the meanest savage— |} 


oppressed as he is by all its insidvous evils, within the 
daily and taunting prospect of its innumerable benefits as- 
siduously exhibited before him: no!---for the pride of 
power, forthe miserable isolation of pride, for the false 
pleasure of the hundreth part of society. No greater 
evidence is afforded of the widely-extended and radical 
mistakes of civilized man then this fact; those arts ¢s- 
sential to his very being are held in the greatest con- 
teupt ; employments are lucrative in an inverse ratio 
to their usefulness; the jeweller, the toyman, gains 
fame and wealth by the exercises of his useless and ridi- 
culous art; whilst the cultivator of the earth, be with- 
out whom society must cease to subsist, struggles 
through contempt and penury, and perishes by that fa- 
mine which, but for bis unceasing exertions, would 
annihilate the rest of mankind. 


I will not insult common sense, by insisting on the | 


doctrine of the natural equality of man. The question 
is not concerning its desirableness, but its practicabi- 
lity: so far as it is practicable, it is desirable. That 
stale of human soci+ty, whicl) approches nearest in an 





equal partition of its benefits and evils, should be pre- 
ferred: but so long as we conceive that a wanton ex- 
penditure of human Jabour, not for the necessities, not 
even for the luxuries of the mass of society, but for the 
egotism and ostentation of a few of its members, ts de- 
fensible on the ground of public justice, so long we 
neglect to approximate to the redemption of the human 
race. 

Labour is required for physical, and leisure for moral 
improvement ; from the former of these advantages the 
rich, and from the latter the poor, by the inevitable 
| conditions of their respective situations, are precluded. 

A state which should combine the advantages of both 
would be subjected to the evils of neither. He that is 
'deficient in firm health, or vigorous intellect, is but 
‘half a man: hence it follows, that, to subject the labour- 
| ing-classes to unnecessary labour, is wantonly depriving 


}them of any opportunities of intellectual improvement ; 
‘and that the rich are heaping op for their own mischief 
ithe disease, lasssitude and ennui, by which their exia- 
| tence is rendered an intolerable burthen. 

English reformers exclaim against sinecures; but Tax 
TRUE PENSION-LIST IS THE RENT-ROLL OF THE LANDED 
PROPRIETORS: wealth is a power usurped by the few, to 
compel the many to Jabour for their benefit. ‘The laws 
which support this system derive their force from the 
ignorance and credulity of its victims; they are the 
result of a conspiracy of the few against the many, who 
(the few) are themselves obliged to purchase this pre- 
eminence by the loss of all real comfort. 

The commodities that substantially contribute to the 
subsistence of the human species form a very short cata- 
logue; they demand from us but a slender portion of in- 
dustry. If these only were produced, and sufficiently 
| produced, the species of man would be continued. If 
the labour necessarily required to produce them were 
| equitably divided among the poor ; and, still more, if it 
were equitably divided among all; each man’s share of 
labour would be light, anu his portion of leisure would 
‘be ample. There was a time when this leisure would 

have been of smail comparative value; it is to be hoped 
| that the time will come when it will be applied to the 
| most important purposes. Those hours which are not 


| required for the production of the necessaries of life may 


} 


| be devoted to the cultivation of the understanding, the 


' enlarging our stock of knowledge, the refining our taste, 


land thus opening to us new and exquisite sources of 


} enjoyment.— Godwin’s Enquirer. 

| Itis a calculation of the same author, that all the 
‘conveniences of civilized life might be produced, if so- 
‘ciety would divide the labour equally among its mem- 
| bers, by each individual being ewployed in labour two 


| nours during the day. 

> —_—— —_— ——__—_—_——__—— 
AMERICAN ELECTIONS. 

America is yet in progress with her grand polisical 
‘experiment. The political machine has been lately in 
high activity, and, it must be confessed, it has performed 
to admiration. ‘The most exciting political conflict in 
the election uf the late president has just been passed 
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through with high credit to the individual and national | groaned benrath scores of quarters of beef, pork 
character of the Americans. They assembled in every | veal, and venison, hot from the barbecue pit, placed 
state, in every city, and in almost every town in the | in line on the bare boards, no dish, no cloth, no 
Union, by thousands, and tens of thousands; they} plate. Little heaps of boiled potatoes and cold onions, 
listened to the most exciting harangues, and this}and pepper and salt, were likewise placed at intervals 
unusual ferment continued in full force for several) between the meat, several hundred loaves of bread 
months. Yet no tumult, no violent outbreak, nojand a strew of knives and forks for general use com., 
scuffling or fighting, no disorderly proceedings are on} pleted the set out. Ata given signal, all set too 
record, or existed. Could any other country have} pull, tug, slash, and devour. One long table covered 
achieved this? Not one nation of Europe could} with a table-cloth, and set in the usual way for din- 
assemble its whole population in masses of tens of}ner, was reserved for the lscies. Dozens of barrels 
thousands, fifties of thousands, «id hundreds of thous-|of cider were opened and handed about in buckets 
ands, and expose them to the highest political exvite- }and jugs to the thirsty moltitude. They ate, they 
ment from partizans, politicians, and demagegues of | drank, and were merry, and again assembled at the 
every description, without abundance of broil, blood- {stand on the common, to hear the political speeches 
shed, and tumult, endangering the existence of the|of the day. Towards evening they azain dispersed to 
government itself. Yet all this has taken pluce here | the taverns, or the houses of their friends, and afier 
without disorder or accident of any kind. This} supper, assembled, some in the court-house, and some 
event speaks more in favour of the cupacity of man/jin other large buildings in different parts of the town, 
for self-government, than all the written laws, andjand were again edified by political discussion, uniil 
pompous declarations and ora‘ions with which the; the dawn of the succeeding morning. On this ccca- 
country abounds. It is a great practical test, the}sion the private houses are open, the females make 
happy result of which holds out a reasonable hope} up all the beds they can, spread a bountiful table, 
that liberty, order, and peace, may safely be left}and receive, not only the immediate frieuds of the 
in fellowship together. I was present at one, a | family, but every stranger wanting accommodation, 
convention in a neighbouring state; as it is-a scene}with a frank aud open-hearted welcome. All this 
not to be found in Europe, I must give a briefjexcitement and festivity, was conducted with order, 
description. The day was fine, and the weather hot,}courtesy, and good humour. There was no_ military 
a multitude of thousands assembled in the town, not}to overawe, no police to spy and control, and no 
of this or that class, but a mass of the wholej|need of either. It was a scene truly republican and 
people. At the head of the procession was a com- |} liberal, long to be cherished in the new, and envied 
plete log cabin built upon strong waggon wheels,|by the old world._Errors of Emigrants. 

and drawn by eight oxen. Next a full-rigged sloop, | eet oe ge a 

on a waggon, brought hundreds of miles from the} THE MESSRS TWIGC, YORKSHIRE. 
lakes, a long canoe, and various other insignia'| 
of the larger class, on waggons or vans drawn 
by oxen, or four horses. A banner with a _ large} é 
potrait of General Hartison. Full bands of music,}relative to the manufacturing policy of the Messrs 
the various committees on foot, the militia companies! Twiggs, of the Kilnhurst Pottery, near Rotherham, 
in uniform, then the long procession of inhabitants of ; Yorkshire, 80 that the former may come to something 
each sex, all ages, and every degree, all on horseback | like correct opinions as to the state of Yorkshire Potting. 
four-abreast, parading the streets of the town. ‘The’ In the first place, I would state, that, about three years 
substantial farmer, the well-dressed cit, the mocassined } ago, the Brothers Twigg, being in possession of two 
hunter, a lady and her beau, with well-groomed nags small manufactories in. this neighbourhood, ove at 
fully caparisoned, the squatter’s wife on the old brood ; Kilnhurst, the other at Newal, commenced the system of 
mare with tattered saddle and rope for a girth, the| “allowance.” They began, first, by making every man, 
grave divine, the bare-legged boy on a naked cart-; woman, and child allow one penny out of every shilling 
horse, the venerable grandsire and dame, and men of earned upon their works. This, you will grant, Was an 
all ages were there, youths, boys, and urchins on equalization of *‘ allowance,” or robbery (call it which 
their half-broken colts, were all there. This mixed | you please, as the terms are synonymous) and showed a 
multitude, without any precedence, formed in order of noble disregard of age & e ndition much to be admired i 
procession, paraded the town for hours, then dismount- ; honest, inte lligent men! The Income Tax is a b!under- 
ed, and assembled round the stand on the common/ing production of inexperienced boys, compared to 
in the hot sun, patiently hstening to the speecheg on ; Twigg’s taxation of three years ago. What had age or 
the occasion. At the hour of dinner, the crowd dis-/ condition to do with the ability to pay one penny in the 
persed, aud repaired to a shady grove on the bank ol shilling ? Nothing, of course | and so the pruce were 
the river, to partake of the barbecue prepared for the } Stopped. This, Mister Editor, might be said to have 
occasion. A range of tables made of rough planks} beena ‘‘feeler’’ thrown out by these honest men, to 


To the Editor of the ‘‘ Potters’ Examiner.” 
Sir,—Allow me, as a working Potter, to lay before 
your readers of the Staffordshire Potteries a few facts, 


placed on trussels, a hundred yards in length, soon | ascertain the pulse of their people on this importent sub- 
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ject. You recollect the Physician, made mention of by DIALOGUE BETWEEN TWO OPERATIVE 
Mrs. Trollope, in her factory tale of Michel Armstrong, | POTTERS, 


who was so exceedingly clever in his profession, that be ON THE SUBJECT OF EMIGRATION. 
could tell the exact moment whena child was about to . , m . 
“* Good morning, John. 


faint from excess of toil, and who always allowed that; |. Good a! Hi Py ee eae 
. ° , i la ’ o & 0 - 
moment to arrive before the child was removed. What}. . eS oa Sone veda spurl w: 
‘ nyt ." ‘ ‘ | ing How should you like to pass such a morning as 
an invaluable partner would this man have made in the | he e oe 
: 7m. thay pps . ale this in the Free States of America ? 
Firm of Twigg Brothers &Co! who, having ascertained } : : , 
‘ * ay, | Geo.: I don’t know, John; I am afraid that that 
that the penny per sh lling stoppage did not produce i isleidinn ‘aditee walt dis a vai dali 
. . ” * . Py 4 &C. ” 4 . 
“fainting,” in a short time doubled the amount. But j"'97@"0" : g yury 


} ; 4 . : 9 
this was too much for the young, who gave forth evident | Johu: Why, how can you think that? _ 
ve : ao Geo.: You may well say why, when it will take all the 
eymptoms cf exhaustion. [t was therefore agreed, that} - 


i pe “ trade out of the country. 

as ** fainting” was about to take place with the young, Jehan: .° can ne say so, when our emigrants are 
and as the old could y et stand an adiitional “ allowance,” | going t sate on cur can land, and tan eqrindtaral- 
a sliding scale should be adopted, so as to equalize the \  5ts ? - 
burden throughout the whole, and to bring tne * fainting } - ae : O, well, if they will do that, it may answer, as 
nena * to or] pout for all. Admirable regula- we shall get rid of the idle and worthless out of the neigh- 
— Here it is! Every man, woman, and child. |p curhood which would be a very good thing for those 
receiving wages under éen shillings per werk, must pay |, _, par left . ’ 

one penny; above fen, and under fifteen shillings Rospence ; John: What do you mean by that? Do you think we 
above fifteen, and under fwanty, three-pence. Never talk | shall send idlers and vagabonds there ? No such thing, 
of Sir Robert I eel , Sliding Scale after this, or, indeed, | man! We intend to send the most industrious and honest 
of Mrs. Trollope's admirable Phy sician. The latter was \men there are in the Potteries, as we intend this colony 
but a asack = his profession, compared to the } 4 be anasylum for those who have the stack mark put 
Messrs Twiggs. . But it would seem, from a great Anti- upon them “or, in other words, Sor those who are turned 
Coru-Law Meeting, which took place at Doncaster, | adrift for the ir integrity to the Union 
about this time, that the people of Kilnhurst Pottery, | Geo.: But, John, will tt not be better for our best 
from having been over-exhausted by the Allowance men to stop here, and to send the ignorant and idle away ? 
~ 9808 were too weak to walk :—they were “ fainting’ I John: No, no, George; that will not answer the in- 
W PEGS Were Comsequer tly provided to drag them to | tentions of our society, for we don’t intend having either 
the meeting ; but, no, they were much too weak to ride, | tyrants or slaves there. It is the oppressions of the copt- 
so they would not go! This was too much for the repeal-} 707;.4. which have made the ignorant and the idle ; indeed 


ing Twiggs, and they forthwith abolished the Allowance | they have turned the whole population into slaves, worse 


Ms ae at Kiloburst, but it is carried on, to this day, at | than those to emancipate whom we yave tweuty millions 
ewal. ° ! 

; ; , }of pounds sterling! 
Rae a Editor, are & gt of - oe ' | Geo.: But when our industrious operatives have emt- 
- | ~~ ye a * + . vagy“ he leit f | grated, what a set of knobsticks and things we shall have 

7 ¢ : . £ " ° ° ° ° 
might no oe hers OF @ Similar nr pp i, ; ° rp O" | left behind, to carry on notting in this country / 
-tardin, aun! ‘with ‘the ‘Seviee ik inde "Sorat John: Well, and what then? Is not anything good 
> Io > ; s 





; 


enough to be a slave ? 


transpired. ’ ' Geo.: Dut don’t you think they will commence potting 
A reduction in the price of labour has taken place there? And if they should, it will certainly ruin us. 

amongst the Printers. This called forth some expostu- | Johu: Hal halt hati! 

lation from the men, when they were to!d, that it was! Geo.: What do you see to laugh at? 

necessary for them to ailow ten per cent.as the Printers}; J... Ha! hal! ha! !t—ha! ha!! ha!!! Ruin 


in the Staffordshire Potteries were allowing thirty per} ..1 © dear! Odear!! 
cent. from their weekly earnings. It was also stated, by} Geo.: You must think it very amusing, sure. 
the Messrs Twiggs, that they could obtain W aggon | ’ ; 


— . ; John: Well, George, you must excuse me, for I could 
oads of Potters from Staffordshire, and also that able-} 4, help laughing, when you spoke of our being ruined. 


bodied men in Norfolk were working for four-shillings | Ffoy js it possible to ruin us; we who have nothing to lose 
and sixpence per week. 1 should like you to inform me,| paz is worth having ; no! not even life itself! How 
Sir, whether or not these statements be true. From} iy j¢ agree with reason to talk of a body of men being 
communications which I have received from the Potteries, | ruined, who have been in a state of bankruptey and bey - 
I believe them to be incorrect. If so, please to sub- | gary, aye, and slavery, too, from their birth upwards : 
Stantiate my letters. : land after toiling, hard and long, day by day, week by 
I have the honour to be Sir, week, month by month, and year by year, at the end f 
Your obedient humble servant, | their days, find themselves bankrupts ‘and beggars still. 
A LOVER CF JUSTICE} Geo.) But what be nefit shall we reap by s nding men 


to America? 


Swiuton, April 20, 1844, 
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John: Why, don’t you see that there are too many of; John: Bravo, George! give me your hand! I thought, 
us; we are in each other's way. The masters have too'| at first, from the tone of your remarks, that you were one 
many men to choose out of, and when we have sent a few | of those pimps who are employed to cry down the plan; 
hundreds away, the remainder will be recognized as men ;| but I am happy to find that I am deceived. Good-day, 
but as it is now, the masters and their foremen say and | George, and may prosperity attend your steps through life ! 
do what they like ; for when there is anything to be prized, Geo.: Thank you, John; good-day. 
and a man should happen to ask a fair price for his Cuat 
work, the master or his foreman will accuse the peer slave | NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
of pocket-picking, robbery, &c., which he is obliged to ay - : 
bear with, or else be “turned away,” as they call it, | Received, R. §., Hanley ; and A PorTrer, Burslem. 
which means starved, bastiled, dragged to your pauper} A Lover or Trurn ts «formed that the Examiner 
grave on a truck, and such like charitable specimens of| Committee ts desirous that he should Sorward his name to 
humanity ; but when there are no more men than there ts | the Editor, previous to the insertion of his communication, 
employment for, this state of things will be altered. | which contains remarks of a personal nature, and, conse. 

Geo.: But I am afraid you have forgot that the mas-| quently, ought not to be inserted unless the real name of the 
ters have it in their power to take more apprentices, and so \ writer be known. 


keep the same number of hands that there is in the Pot-| ADDRESS UF Mr. Mason's Turnout, im our nezt. 

teries now. . 7 ry L_VrTD ’ > > 
John: Wehave thought of that, too; and if the mas- frHE POTTERS EXAMINER, 

ters be determined to run this reckless race for cheap la- } And Workman's Advocate. May 111TH, 1844. 


bour, and to keep up the oppressive and slavish system they! The good cause progresses steadily. Every succeeding 
have 6o long practised, then the fault be upon their own | day brings additional experience and more lively hopes 
heads, for we are determined that the more apprentices | for the future. The grievances of Operative Potters are 
they employ, the more journeymen will we send out of the becoming more generally known, and the poisonous 
country; and whenever there is an opportunity in Holland, | nature of their employ a matter of extended sympathy. 
Russia, Sweden, or any other state, there will we send} The following notice of our little Periodical, extracted 
working potters, to assist the masters in a transfer Of) from the Precursor of Unity, will not be uninteresting to 


their trade to other people and to other climes ; but our} our readers, and will, perhaps, induce many of them to 


present emigration plan will not interfere wilh trade at} give their support to that highly talented and Christian 
all, therefore, we shall call on the manufacturers and} Magazine ;— 
z > ° on: » on thie . . ee P . + . 
tradesmen of the Potteries to assist us in this great and | The rights and interests of the Working Classes, and more par. 
laudable undertaking ! ; | ticularly of the Operative Potters, are steadily and cleveriy upheld 
Geo.: Then it appears that it will be the fault of the | in this very cheap weekly periodical, which we are glad to find does 
masters if the trade be injured, as your plan will not hurt } not restrict itself to the mere maintenance of the Operatives’ cause 
agaiust their employers,—which, however necessary it may be 
rade at all! a ; ; 7 oo 
our trade ata ’ rendered by circumstances, is but an antagonistic proceeding after 
Johu: Certainly not. : all, and, as such, productive of no permanently beneficial results,— 
Geo. : But how is it possible for people to live better | vut draws the attention of its readers to the Lanp, as the quarter 
in America than here, where money ts so scarce ? | to which they must look for the supply of all their wants, and the 
= : . . ttle » f « +1 ; y . . 
John: J will explain to you; but Jirst, I must ask you settlement of all their grievances. We are also pleased to find 


} . os b t that it is not merely upon the old isolated and incoherent system 
a question or two, How long is it since you began to } that this proposal to occupy or colonize the land is made, but that 


work ? the practical adoption, for that purpose, of the principles of 
Geo. : About 27 years. Christian Association is recommended in a letter addressed to the 
John: And how much money have you saved? | Editor, and prominently inserted in a recent number. av 
“i Sag > . it itil tae f | The following extract will at once give a specimen of the spirited 
Geo.: (Very thoughtfully,) why, not a farthing . 


: . } style in which this periodical is written, and illustrate some of the 
John: Are you out of debt ? , observations made by ourselves, on the Attractiveness of Industry 
Geo.: No, I am not; and I don’t think I ever shall } in last month’s Prkcursor of Unity. “Of all the poisonous 

be! ; employs to which the labourer is subjected, that of Potting is one 
John: Then where is the use of your living in @ coun- of the worst. Those working in the clay are continually subject 


: s a . to the respiration of the most deadly atmosphere: an atmosphere 
try where money 1s plentiful, f you cannot get sufficient | i pregnated with mineral pelastn, bigiihe y ree Ah of pce 
to keep you and your Samily comfortable 2 (Ge orge looks } life. Hence the searcity of aged men in the neighbourhood : hence 
very grave.) Now, in the Western States of America the prev alence of asthma, consumption, and a long train of bodily 
there is not a man, who is industrious, but who has the | afilictions to which Potters are liable, and to which they wiLt 


eee” gee ; ; “fy | e liable so long as they are compelled to work in their present 
necessaries of life in abundance, and also the oa? } overheated and dusty shops. How can it be otherwise? The 
of procurmg land of his own, sufficient to supply all the | blood, the source of life, is of no service to the body until it has 
wants of life, free from taxes, tithes, and policemen ; and | been purified by pure atmospheric air through the medium of the 

J ae . 
now, George, what do you say about giving your namejlungs. * * * Hence the necessity of well ventilated work- 
: - s 9 shops ; nay for the free fields of nature. * * * But, alas, for 
in as a subscriber : } ) 


. A ° the health of Potters! their lungs are poisoned, and their lives are 
Geo.: Well, I think your plan will answer, therefore | I 


: } shortened, by the destructive mineral particles that fill the air they 
you may give my name for two shares, and I think I can | are compelled to breathe. It is not pure atmospherie air that rat’ 


get twenty more ' breathe, but a murderous compound of dust and death. O:' wied 
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AND 


a change would it be! to rush from the heated and poisonous work- | 
shop, from its asthmas, consumptions, poisons and death! to the 
fair fields of nature; to breathe, for once, the pare breath of 
heaven ; to gaze on the broad expanse of earth and sky; to feel 
that health and liberty are yours; that you are free from the pent | 
up prison work-cell; that you have no tyrant taskmaster to compel } 
you to toil; that you can attain to something like a hale old age, } 
and that you can die with the conviction that the blessings you } 
enjoy will be handed down unimpaired to your children. O! what 
a change would this be! and how easy to be obtained, when energy } 


and intelligence direct the way! Energy would soon raise the | 


means, and intelligence would point to Tue Lanp as the great } 
investment of those means :—the land, that joint inheritance of 
the whole human family, bequeathed by God to man!” 

There are “‘ thoughts that breathe and words that burn” in these 
few emphatic sentences. Who wou!d not wish that the aspirations 
contained in them might be fulfilled, and the prisoners released 
from their pestiferous House of Bondage, by the emancipating 
power of Association on Christian Principles ? 


THE FEUDAL AGES. 

Man owes his dignity and superiority to the fu'l mea- 
sure and unabated integrity of his nervous system---to 
the sovereignty of will and of intel'ect. In a mere phi- 
losophic point of view, it is therefore a matter ofexceed- 
ing interest* to contemplate the long and assured con- 
trol, by which mind alone coerced the wor!d of brute 
force throughout this barbarous and first phase of mo- 
dern society ; to see howmen of colossal growth. all pow- 
erfol with sinew and muscular streng'h. clad in steel 
and mail, could be governed and controlled by the force 
intelleigence and moral volition, wielded by those stern, 
pile-faced churchmen of old, all chiselled out of the in- 
tellectual cast of temperament, and distinguished by 
their dry spare bodies, their thin compressed lips, and 
spacious thought-worn foreheads.---Dax. Verity's NER- 
vous System AND CIyILIZATION. 








Tux Macnetic Power oF tHE Compass NEEDLE 
will be entirely destroyed or changed by being touched 
with the juice of an onion. The fact may seem trifling, 


but we regard it as one of the first importance ; and, in-| 


vestigated, it may lead to consequences as astonishing 
as those of the magnet. 
EMIGRATION.—Lerter. No 13. 
Paddock’s Prairie, March 11th, 1844. 
Dear WiFz,— 

This comes with my kind love to you, hoping it may 
find you in good health, as it leaves me at present ; thank 
God for all his mercies! I should have written to you 
before, but I had occasion to go to New Orleans, where 
I had the misfortune to catch the fever, so I did not like 
to inform you of the circumstance, as I hoped to get 
better soon, and I did not wish to make you more uneasy 
than what a little delay in writing for a short time might 
cause. But I am happy to inform you, that I am quite 
well now, and hope to continue so. I saved seven pounds 
last summer, and then went to Orleans in the fall, to 
make it more if possible. I thought of increasing the 
sum to ten pounds, and then to send it to you; but I had 
thirteen weeks’ sickness, which took all my money, be- 


WOFRKMAN’S ADVOCATE. 191 


leave Orleans. 1 got up here in February, and am now 
living with my old master. Myself and another young 
man have commenced brickmaking on our own account, 
and I think we shall do well. My old master is backing 
me out in it, for which I feel very grateful. I like this 
country very well, and I think you would also, if you 
were here. I should not like to come back to England 
to earn a livelihood as before. You had better come when 
Thomas Machin’s wife comes, and Charles must come 
with you, but I will write again very soon, and let you 
| know all the particulars. I am going to Alton this week, 
|to have some talk with Mr Machin, relative to you and 
| his wife coming together. You must give my best res- 
| pects to my uncle and aunt, and tell my uncle he must 
‘send me a couple of canaries, as I want two to breed 
from them. Remember me to R. Fenton, to R. Johnson, 
‘and to all enquiring friends. The next time I write, I 
| will inform you what I commenced master brickmaker 
with. I have written to your uncle Jackson, in Canada. 
/I think he must have removed. I intend getting a Me- 
| thodist preacher, who resides here, to write to one there, 
| for the purpose of knowing, if possible, whether your 
i uncle still resides there or not. I have seen plenty of 
| people here from Longport and Burslem, but the place 
| where I saw the most was at Nauvoo, to which city I 
| went last summer. a ” I will 
now write a few lines to my parents. 

Remaining your affectionate Husband, 

LEONARD BROWN. 


) 
| Dear Parents, Broruer, AND SisTeERs,— 

I now devote a few lines to you, hoping they will find 
you in good health, as they leave me at present. I have 
got the letters you sent to me by Mr. Walker, and also 
'one from himself. He was at Road Island, but where 
} he is now I cannot tell. I wrote to him back, but never 
received an answer. He did not like the country there. 
I sent for him to come here, but I have not yet seen him. 
Send me word what has become of him, if you can; 
| but if you do not know, wrne to his wife, and perhaps 

she can inform you. He was at Centreville the last time 
| I heard of him. I saw John Harrison at St. Louis, and 
| had a good deal of talk with him. He says, I must send 
| for you, and he wishes that you were as content as he is. 
His wife says, that my mother has no cause to be afraid, 
of the sea. “Te said he had but sixpence when he came 
and now he has a cow, and a yoke of oxen. He requested 
me to look out a farm for him, as he is desirous of farm- 
ing his own land. Mr Goodwin's brother lives two miles 
from me, and Richard Cartlidge lives close at hand. Mr. 
Cartlidge is going to get coals for me. There are plenty 
of Jobn Bulls settled about here. When Ellen comes, 
you must send Charles also; he may as well come, and 
take a share with me, as for me to give it to the Yan- 
kees: they won't work here, unless they have a share tn 
it. If the clay should answer, I shall do very well, for 
there are many bricks wanted There has never been 
any bricks burned here with coals, and the people say 
they must see it before they believe it. There are plenty 








tides some that 1 borrowed, before I was well enough to 


of coals three miles from here, at five cents. per bushel 
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of 80lb. The clay looks very good, with not a stone in THE TUNSTALL HANDLERS. 
it. ‘There are no tiles, quarries, or pipes, made here. To the Editor of the “ Potters’ Examiner.” 
They dry malt on wire kilns. Roofing tiles would sell} Sir,—Allow us, through the medium of the Examiner, to inform 
well, and there is clay to make them. They build log} the Handlers of Tunstall district, that a Special Meeting of their 
and frame houses, covered with shingles. This is a good | Lodge will take place on Tuesday-evening next, May the 14th, 
S for the purpose of forming themselves into a Sick Society. 
CHAIR TO BE TAKEN AT SEVEN o’CLOCK. 
Yours Respectfully, THE COMMITTEE. 


place for brickmaking, a3 they will come eight miles for 
them, and will sell for more than in town. Plates, twif. 
filers, and 24's bowls, sell for twelve and a half cents. sets 


each; and other crockery at a similar price. A six NOTICE TO EMIGRANTS. : 


shillings set of china is worth twenty-four shillings here. } FITZHUGH, WALKER, AND Co., 12, GOREE PIAZZAs 


Iron work is dear. Bar iron 43 cents.; hand iron, 6} = 
LIVERPOOL, 


hoop, from 10 to 12 cents.; smith’s charge from 6 to} 
15 cents. A horse costs 30 dollars; a yoke of oxen, 20 Despatch Fine First-class American Ships, 


or 30 dollars; cows 8 dollars each ; sheep 14 dollars. | C ; ‘ 3 
: ’ ) ae Wiens ' : "opts. oie : 
Beef is sold at 14 cents. per lb. ; pork 2 cents. A stal- | Uf large Tonnage, for the following Ports, viz : 





lion ass, fit for mule breeding, is worth from 400 to 600! NEW YORK, BOSTON, 
a [ices in 69 conte. war teadeahs ante endl tnd PHILADELPHEA, and 
dollars. ,eat is 63 cents. per bushel ; oats and Indian ; BALTIMORE, NEW ORLEANS, 


. 9 = ig ¢ 30 cen's , a as ° ° P . 
corn 20 cents. ; flour is 4 dollars and 30 cen's. per bar-) 4n4 which are intended to sail punctually on their appointed days, 
rel; apples and peaches, last summers, 1() cents. per! They are fitted up expressly for the comfort and convenience of 
bushel ; hens 5 cents. each ; geese 12 cents. ; eggs 4 { Cabin, Second Cabin, and Steerage Passengers. Persons about to 
cents. per dozen. There are plenty of deer. I never eae, . uy Save py ea = ee anf er | £ rey in 
siverpool, by writing a letter addressed as above, which wi > im- 
go out but I see some. I saw ten last week close at hand. roe oy eng eer ee aodagghe 
Lob J _ ; mediately answered, the lowest Price of Passage told them, and 
The Yankees don’t eat much mutton 2 they say it tastes } they will be enabled to go direct on board the Ship, immediately 
of the wool! and they keep geese for their feathers. } on their arrival in Liverpool, thus saving the Expense of Lodging, 
You must send word what you think about coming, as I} &c. And should F. W. and Co., detain any Ship after the appointed 


wr - spel ; : 
ill never have cause ne fter vy Time, Passengers will be paid for detention. 
ure you will never have cause to repent after you} ; t , , 
am sure } I ¢ Passengers will be found by the Ships with the full quantity of 


get here. I hope you will do what you can for Charles, Biscuit, Flour, Oatmeal, Rice, and Potatoes, according to Act of 
and send him, whether you come or not. You must} Parliament, without extra charge. = 
write as soon as you get this. I shall write again before | @ Every information will be given by applying as above, or to 
I receive an answer, for the purpose of letting you know Mr. Tuomas Cowarp, King Street, Burslem. 
how I succeed in brickmaking. I think it will pay better 
than “clod-hopping.” I have begun to get myclay. I} 
will try 50,000 first. You must give my best respects renee eer . ~ Nl 
to Francis Emery, Edward Davis, and all enquiring | Ik YOU WANT TO BUY A CHEAP HAT, 
friends, and believe me to remain, } Go TO 
Your affectionate Son, SA LISBURY, AND Co.'s 
LEONARD BROWN. | HAT DEPOTS, BURSLEM, OR CORNER OF 
SONG. TONTINE STREET, HANLEY, 
F. W. N. BAYLEY, 880 Wy "a you will find Beaver and Silk Hats, French and 
; Paris Hats, Beaver Bonnets, and Caps, in great variety 
} Observe they are the sole Manufacturers of their own goods, 
}and by their extensive Business, they are determined to sell at 


; wmall profits, and quick returns ! 
And the young and glad who gazed on her 


As she moved—like music '—lightly on, T A L B 0) T I N N, H A N L E Y. 
Thought her more beautiful than death, } WM. BERRY 


To the Independent Operatives of the Staffordshire 
Potteries ! 





BY 
She seldom smiled—but when she did 
The radiance of her downcast eye 
Seemed mournfully tho’ sweetly bright 
To all who past her by— 


Though just as sad to look upon. zeus to inform his Friends and the Public, that he will enter 
And yet they told her to cast off } the above well-known Inn, on 
The memory of some cherished thing, WEDNESDAY NEXT, MAY ldrn, 1844 


That stole the music from her heart, 
And kept in thrall its sweetest string; 

And she did not seem to love them less, 
Because they sought to see her gay, 

But only turn’d to hide the tears 
That forced from feeling’s fount their way. 


Where he will use his utmost exertions, as formerly, to meet the 
| wishes of those who may favour him with their support. The 
| Public, as usual, will find an excellent Giass or ALB, and every- 
thing to promote their comfort. 

Country Gentlemen, Travellers, and others, will meet with 
| every accommodation. 





Once she had been as glad as all, . a 
When light of heart and bright of eye, } : GOOD STABLING. 

~~ listen qd see prghen? mcm 7 | Printed for the Executive of ‘“‘ The United Branches of Operative 
hose wanes WP aes =e perry by : } Potters,” and Published by W. Evans, Brunswick Street, 

But now the soul that warm’d his breast, } Shelton; Sold also by Brown, Longton: Dent, and Yates, 


And her young heart has little zest 


as Sar ante 2 user egnans, { Shelton; Manley, Burslem ; Bell, Stoke. &e. &e. 
For all the sweets that linger here. i ; or] 


BATE, PRINTER, SHELTON 











